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Course Goals !
 What happens when Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, or Jainism cross paths?  Much of  South Asian 
literature, whether religious or secular, was composed at the boundaries of  distinct, intersecting 
communities.  But how do we make sense of  the history of  these moments of  encounter and their 
effect on the practice of  South Asian religions across community lines?  By speaking of  “religious 
encounters,” this course moves beyond models of  “dialogue” as a neutral conversation between 
disinterest parties, or “syncretism,” a blending of  two originally discrete religions. Rather, this course 
intends to examine how new forms of  knowledge and new cultural practices emerged at the point of  
intersection of  distinct religious communities.   That is, what it is to be a Hindu, a Buddhist, or a 
Muslim often not only changed dramatically over time, but often transformed in response to these 
moments of  encounter. !
 We begin with a consideration of  the problem of  cultural translation as a model for approaching 
the study of  religious encounter.  We first look at inter-religious encounters in early Indian history, 
examining how features of  Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain doctrine emerged in dialogue with the religious 
values of  their neighbors.  We then turn to an examination of  dynamics of  encounter in North India 
during the Mughal, Colonial, and post-Colonial periods, which have proven definitive of  lasting models 
of  North Indian religious identity, both Hindu and Muslim.  Our goal, throughout, is to engage in a 
close reading of  particular moments of  encounter in order to examine how dialogical partners translate 
new concepts into their own religious world views.  This process, in fact, often results in 
transformations in both traditions that have had a lasting impact on the history of  religions in India and 
beyond. !
Required Texts !
The following texts are available for purchase at the University Bookstore: !
Anna Bigelow. Sharing the Sacred: Practicing Pluralism in Muslim North India. New York:  
 Oxford University Press, 2010. 
Dominique-Sila Khan. Conversions and Shifting Identities: Ramdev Pir and the Ismailis in  
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 Rajasthan. Manohar: Centre de Sciences Humains, 2003. 
Johan Elverskog. Buddhism and Islam on the Silk Road. Philadelphia: University of   
 Pennsylvania Press, 2010. !
Weekly Schedule !
Week 1: Religious Encounters in South Asia: Translating Religions !
What is translation theory?  How can it help us to understand how religious observers interpret, or 
“translate” the concepts they encounter in another religious tradition? !
Tuesday, Sept. 2  
Course Introduction 
*William Weaver, “The Process of  Translation.” !
Thursday, Sept. 4   !
Tony Stewart, “In Search of  Equivalence: Conceiving Muslim-Hindu Encounters Through Translation 
Theory.” !
Week 2: Religion in Early India: The Vedas, Upaniṣads, and the Birth of  Buddhism !
We begin by looking at some of  the earliest religious concepts and practices of  the Indian 
subcontinent, with particular attention to the emergence of  asceticism, or śramaṇa religion, the source 
of  speculation on karma, rebirth, and liberation that was central to early Buddhism, Jainism, and 
Upaniṣadic Hinduism. !
Tuesday, September 9 !
Fred Clothey, Religion in India: A Historical Introduction, pg. 2-11, 20-28. 
Michael Witzel, “Early Sanskritization: Origins and Development of  the Kuru State.” 
William Mahoney, The Artful Universe, pg. 41-58, 107-121. !
Thursday, September 11 !
Fred Clothey, Religion in India: A Historical Introduction, pg. 30-48. 
Selections from The Questions of  King Milinda (Milindapanha). 
Patrick Olivelle, trans.  Upaniṣads, pg. 52-69, 148-167, 232-247. !
Week 3: Buddhism: The Indian Reformation? !
Was Buddhism a Protestant Reformation, and was the Buddha the Indian Martin Luther?  We look at 
scholarly narratives that have tried to explain the emergence of  Buddhism as a protest against Vedic 
Brahminism and contract these narratives recent scholarship that attempts to provide a more nuanced 
explanation. !
Tuesday, September 16 !
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Richard Gombrich, How Buddhism Began: The Conditioned Genesis of  the Early Teachings,  
Chapter 2: “Kamma as a Reaction to Brahminism.” 

Gombrich and Obeyesekere, Buddhism Transformed: Religious Change in Sri Lanka,  
Chapter 5: “Protestant Buddhism.” !

Thursday, September 18 !
Johannes Bronkhorst, Greater Magadha, pg. 1-52. !
Week 4: Classical Encounters: Hindu-Buddhist Philosophical Dialogue !
In the early centuries of  the Common Era, Indian philosophy surged in popularity as a rigorous 
analytical discipline.   In the process, for competing traditions to speak to each other, a common 
philosophical vocabulary emerged for Hindus and Buddhists to argue about the nature of  reality and 
the authority of  scripture, beginning from first principles rather than the truth claims of  their 
respective religions. !
Tuesday, September 23 !
Dan Arnold, Buddhists, Brahmins and Belief, pg. 59-114. !
Thursday, September 25 !
Christopher Bartley, An Introduction to Indian Philosophy, pg. 38-54, 117-133. !
Week 5: Narrative and Conflict: Śaivas, Jains, and the Great Indian Epics !
Over the course of  the first millennium, distinct religious traditions—whether Hindu, Buddhist, or Jain
—began to tell the same stories.  To whom did the story of  the Mahabharata or the Ramayana, the so-
called “Hindu epics,” really belong?  And what do we make of  the competition and subversion we 
observe as competing traditions retell the same stories with a new twist? !
Tuesday, September 30 !
Plot Summary, Rāmāyaṇa: from Paula Richman, Ramayana Stories in Modern South India, pg. 29-36. 
Plot Summary, Mahābhārata: from Emily Hudson, Disorienting Dharma, pg. 6-17. 
Jerome Bauer, “Hero of  Wonder, Hero in Deeds: Vāsudeva Krishna in Jaina Cosmology.” 
Richard Davis, “The Story of  the Disappearing Jains: Retelling the Śaiva-Jain Encounter in Medieval 
South India.” !
Thursday, October 2 !
Alistair McGlashan, trans. Periyapurāṇam, (“The History of  the Holy Servants of  the Lord Śiva”), pg. 
19-23, 271-78, 188-91, 216-38. 
Gil Ben-Herut, “Literary Genres and Textual Representations of  Early Vīraśaiva History: Revisiting 
Ekānta Rāmayya’s Self-Beheading.” !
Week 6: Tantra: The Trans-Sectarian Religion of  Hindus and Buddhists !
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Beginning in the middle of  the first millennium, followers of  distinct religions began to practice very 
much the same way, attempting to achieve liberation from the cycle of  rebirth through a form of  
practice we call Tantra. What do we mean by speaking of  this period (500-1200) as the “Tantric Age”?  
How and why did Tantra become a common “language” for practicing both Buddhism, Hinduism, and 
other religious traditions? !
Tuesday, October 7 !
Sanjukta Gupta, Hindu Tantrism, Introduction, pg. 3-12. 
Gavin Flood, The Tantric Body, pg. 3-15, 48-53, 71-96, 157-162, 188-193 (Appendix). !
Thursday, October 9 !
Alexis Sanderson, “The Śaiva Age: The Rise and Dominance of  Śaivism During the  

Early Medieval Period,” 41-45, 124-145. 
Christian Wedemeyer, Making Sense of  Tantric Buddhism, Ch 1. !
Week 7: Islam Enters the Subcontinent: The Memory of  Cultural Encounter !
Soon after the birth and expansion of  Islam, Muslim observers were saddled with the task of  
encountering and making sense of  other religions, including Buddhism and Hinduism to the east.  This 
week looks at the little-known encounter between Buddhism and Islam on the Silk Road, as each party 
attempted to make sense of  the doctrines of  the other and the new political realities that were 
emerging. !
Tuesday, October 14 !
Fred Clothey, Religion in India: A Historical Introduction, pg. 122-135. 
Johan Elverskog, Islam and Buddhism on the Silk Road, pg. 1-55.  !
Thursday, October 16 !
Johan Elverskog, Islam and Buddhism on the Silk Road, pg. 56-116 
John Newman, “Islam in the Kālacakra Tantra” 
Mark Dyczkowski, trans. Manthānabhairavatantra, Introduction vol. 3, pg. 290-306. !
Week 8: Sufis, Yogis, and the Indian Devotional Traditions in North India !
Soon after the coming of  Islam to India, mystic or renunciant traditions wandering the Indian 
landscape began to encounter each other, and often found more commonalities than differences.  This 
week looks at Sufi-Yogi encounters with particular attention to the literary genre of  the Premākhyān, a 
series of  romance allegories for Sufi mystical teachings that made liberal use of  the spiritual and literary 
heritage of  classical Hinduism. !
Tuesday, October 21 !
Aditya Behl, Love’s Subtle Magic, pg. 1-29, 218-263 !
Thursday, October 23 
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!
Aditya Behl and Simon Weightman, trans. Madhumalati: An Indian Sufi Romance, pg. 3-31,  

61-74, with footnotes. 
Carl Ernst, “Situating Sufism and Yoga.” !
Week 9: Hinduism, Islam, and the Bhakti Movement: The Case of  Rāmdev Pīr and the Nizāri 
Ismailis !
What is Bhakti, or devotion, and how did the “bhakti movement” provide what scholars have called an 
inclusivist form of  religious practice, cutting across the lines of  caste, gender, and religious identity?  
Did devotees of  Bhakti saints think of  themselves as Hindu or Muslim?  What about today, as religious 
identities have solidified after the colonial encounter? !
Tuesday, October 28 !
Dominique-Sila Khan, Conversions and Shifting Identities: Ramdev Pir and the Ismailis in  

Rajasthan, pg. 17-56, 60-94. !
Thursday, October 30 !
Conversions and Shifting Identities, continued, pg. 97-124, 127-150. !
Week 10: Mughal Encounters: Orientalism Before Colonialism !
The Muslim elite of  the Mughal Empire expressed a keen interest in the forms of  Hindu belief  and 
practiced they witnessed around them.  What happened to the face of  Hinduism as it was reflected in 
the lens of  a new Mughal Orientalism?  In many cases, Mughal observers came to many of  the same 
conclusions as the British did centuries later, distilling Hinduism to a similar “essence.” !
Tuesday, November 4 !
Dara Shikoh, The Commingling of  Two Oceans (English translation, introduction optional) 
Eleanor Zelliot, “A Medieval Encounter between Hindu and Muslim: Eknāth’s Drama- 

poem Hindu-turk Samvad.” !
Thursday, November 6 !
Carl Ernst, “Muslim Studies of  Hinduism? A Reconsideration of  Arabic and Persian  

Translations from Indian Languages.” 
Audrey Truschke, Cosmopolitan Encounters, Chapter 3: “Imperial Translation: The Persian  

Mahābhārata,” pg. 181-190. 
Aditya Behl, “Pages from the Book of  Religions: Comparing Self  and Other in Mughal  

India.” !
Week 11: European Encounters: Forging Hindu and Muslim Identities !
What is Hinduism?  Was Hinduism as a unified religion invented by the British?  Much ink has been 
spilled about the source of  Hinduism as world religion, a category that never existed historically for 
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most of  the people we call “Hindu.”  What effect did the British regime have on religious identity and 
whether people referred to themselves as Hindu or Muslim? !
Tuesday, November 11 !
Richard Eaton, “Temple Desecration in Pre-modern India.” 
Brian Pennington, Was Hinduism Invented? Britons, Indians and the Colonial Construction of   

Religion, Ch 3 (60-100).   !
Thursday November 13 !
Gyanendra Pandey, The Construction of  Communalism in Colonial North India, pg. 1-65. !
Week 12: Hinduism and Islam in Indian Modernity: Religion in the Public Sphere !
Over the course of  the independence movement, India was forced to represent itself, and its religious 
identity, through the semblance of  a unified voice.  Where did Hinduism and Islam fit into public life in 
these visions of  an independent India?  And how did the construction of  these religious identities 
affect relations between Hindus and Muslims—often violent—in the aftermath of  independence? !
Tuesday November 18 !
Vasudha Dalmia, The Nationalization of  the Hindu Traditions, selections. 
Rachel McDermott, ed. Sources of  Indian Tradition, vol. 2 (2014 edition), pg. 685-688. !
Thursday November 20 !
A. K. Ramanujan, “300 Ramayanas.” 
Jonah Blank, Arrow of  the Blue Skinned God, pg. 3-24. 
Sheldon Pollock, “Ramayana and Political Imagination in India,” pg. 279-293. !
Week 13: Religion in the Public Sphere, continued !
Tuesday November 25 !
Peter van der Veer, Religious Nationalism: Hindus and Muslims in India, selections. 
Rachel McDermott, ed. Sources of  Indian Tradition, vol. 2 (2014 edition), pg. 707-732. !
THANKSGIVING RECESS !
Week 14: Transcending Communalism: Pluralism in Modern India !
How can contemporary India move beyond communalist violence, or antagonism between Hindus and 
Muslims?  Many are searching for an answer to this question, but it is important to keep in mind that by 
no means is all of  contemporary Indian religion founded upon violence.  This week’s exploration tells 
the story of  one Indian village that never experienced communalist violence, raising hopes for the 
practice of  a responsible pluralism in decades to come. !
Tues. December 2 
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!
Anna Bigelow, Sharing the Sacred: Practicing Pluralism in Muslim North India, pg. 3-28, 32-65. !
Thursday December 4 !
Sharing the Sacred, continued, pg. 151-246. 
Week 15: Student Colloquium !
Tuesday December 9-11 
Seminar Presentations !
Final Paper Due Friday December 19 !
Course Requirements and Grading !
Attendance and Participation !
Students should plan on attending all regularly scheduled course meetings.  I will be keeping track of  
your attendance and participation in seminars as a portion of  your participation grade.  If  you must 
miss class due to an emergency, please notify me in advance to be excused for that day.  Please take the 
time to complete all required readings, as preparedness is essential to a productive dialogue.  What you 
get out of  this seminar—and what you are able to offer your colleagues and discussion partners—is 
entirely up to you. !
Class Discussion: !
Discussion of  the readings and course themes, both inside and outside of  class, is the central 
component of  this course.  You will have the opportunity to reflect on the readings prior to class 
sessions by participating in the online discussion board available on the Learn@UW discussion board 
for the course.  Each student will contribute to this dialogue by posting at least one response per week 
based on their thoughts about the reading, but you are invited to post as often as you like. 
  
On the first class session, students will each sign up for one class meeting for which they will act as 
discussion leader.  Responsibilities include: 1) summarizing the content and key issues of  each of  the 
readings for that day, and 2) preparing a list of  five discussion questions.  These questions should be 
posted to the course message board by 12 pm on Monday so that students have adequate time to 
consider these questions and post a response.  All other students will be responsible for posting a 
response to the readings in light of  the discussion questions for that week.  Responses should be 
posted by 12 pm on Tuesday.  Your regular participation on the message board will count 
towards your course participation grade. !
Ideal discussion questions will be concise and thought-provoking, drawing a critical eye to the subject 
matter and the author's conclusions and methodological approaches in light of  the guiding issues and 
theoretical perspectives of  the course. !
Papers !
Midterm Paper !
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The midterm paper (4-6 pages) will provide students with the opportunity to look closely at a particular 
instance of  inter-religious encounter (Hindu-Buddhist or Hindu-Jain) through a close reading of  a 
particular primary source passage.  Two weeks prior to the due date of  the paper, two possible paper 
prompts will be distributed in class.  Students will have the option of  choosing one of  these prompts, 
addressing the dynamics of  encounter at play in the passage based on the models we have discussed 
together in class.  Midterm papers will be due on Sunday, October 19 at midnight. !
Final Paper and Seminar Presentations !
A final paper for the course (6-8 pages) will explore a particular topic or theme covered in the course in 
greater detail, or a similar topic of  the student’s interest to be arranged in conversation with the 
instructor.  I will be providing you later in the semester with a list of  books, both scholarly literature 
and primary source accounts.  I would like each of  you to select one of  these texts, exploring a moment 
of  encounter that we have not been able to cover as a class, and analyze this moment of  encounter in 
light of  the evidence and theories we have discussed together.  In addition to a final written paper, 
during the last week of  class, you will share your work with the class in a colloquium-style seminar 
presentation and discussion.  Final papers need not be completed at this time—in fact, you may wish to 
incorporate feedback and suggestions from your classmates into your finished product.  Papers will be 
due on Dec. 19 at 5 pm. !
Grading !
 Participation          25% 
  (includes attendance, participation in seminar, and  
  discussion board posting) 
 Discussion Leader         10% 
 Midterm Paper          25% 
 Seminar Presentation         15% 
 Final Paper           25% !
Disability Services !
The McBurney Disability Resource Center empowers students with disabilities to realize their academic 
and personal potential by facilitating equal access and coordinating reasonable accommodations and 
support services for eligible students. For more information on services provided, visit the website: 
http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu/ !
Academic Integrity and Code of  Conduct !
For more information on UW-Madison’s policy concerning academic honesty (plagiarism, etc.), sexual 
harassment, student grievances, and other issues pertaining to student conduct, please see: http://
students.wisc.edu/doso/nonacadmisconduct.html
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