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Rädhä's narratives and their possible effects on the lives of female 
devotees (501); however the author provides very little information on 
how the texts have affected real women. The Goddess as Role Model 

provides no information about how women have or have not internalized 
the given narratives within their romantic relationships. In a book that is 
"about [women's] decisions regarding their personal day-to-day life, 
particularly in the way they cope with issues of love" (6), there is no 
evidence provided that gets at the author's central point. Though ethno- 

graphic research was outside the thorough textual analyses in which the 
author was engaged, a discussion of women's relationships to the stories 
would have proved to be an invaluable addition in addressing the validity 
of Sita and Rädhä as role models for contemporary women. 

The Goddess as Role Model is an important addition to academic 
discourse highlighting the often-overlooked influence of Hindu goddesses 
on Indian popular culture focusing on romantic relationships, which 

indubitably affect a far greater portion of the populace than other topics 
that have been discussed ad nauseum. More broadly, the book is an 

important contribution to the discipline of religious studies in general, 
showing the connection between "traditional" texts and their 

incorporation into popular culture, both explicitly and implicitly. 

Caleb Simmons University of Florida, Gainesville 

Heidi Rika Maria Pau weis, ed., Patronage and Popularisation, 
Pilgrimage and Procession: Channels of Transcultural Translation 
and Transmission in Early Modern South Asia ( Papers in Honour of 
Monika Horstmann ). Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2009. 

Much like the work of Monika Horstmann herself, this recent collection 
of essays is a testament to the potential of rigorous philological inquiry 
for excavating the social and cultural history of early modern South Asia. 
Each essay delves into the intricacies of new textual or archival evidence, 
drawing on a number of documents rarely if ever discussed in print, only 
to return to the larger theoretical issues at stake in such textual scholarship: 
What role do these textual artifacts play in the construction of identities 
and transmission of knowledge across various strata of Indian society? 
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As a result, the research presented in this volume deserves to be read not 

merely as documentary evidence concerning a particular sectarian tradi- 
tion or moment in history, but as an exercise in methodology that will 

repay a careful reading for scholars of all sub-disciplines in South Asian 
studies. In short, the collection strives to achieve the "balance between 
the indispensable archival and manuscript research and exploration of 
theoretical implications" (xiii) that Heidi Rika Maria Pauwels considers a 
hallmark of Horstmann's approach. 

Those unfamiliar with the work of Pauwels and her colleagues should 
note that the appellation "South Asia" in her cleverly alliterated title 
could be replaced with "North India" with little resulting semantic drift. 

Apart from the work of Véronique Bouillier on the Kadri monastery in 
Karnataka, the remaining essays are grounded in the cultural world of 
North India, intersecting only sporadically with the Southern half of the 
subcontinent or other areas of the geographical region known today as 
"South Asia." "Early modern" is defined here primarily as the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries, although as Pauwels notes the volume does 
contain representatives from before and after this temporal domain. 

This work displays many of the typical virtues and drawbacks of the 
edited volume. The collection as a whole, a series of papers first 

presented at a research symposium in Seattle in May of 2007, retains 

something of its original workshop flavor. The brief ten to twenty page 
essays seem to have been little expanded beyond their original scope, 
thus offering readers intriguing glimpses at cutting-edge inquiry while 

hesitating to stake claims or draw conclusions for want of sufficient 
research. Naturally, this format is best suited to the needs of a readership 
of established scholars or advanced graduate students with some degree 
of specialization in the texts and traditions under discussion. On the 
other hand, the essays exhibit a remarkable consistency in excellence of 
research, a rare achievement for a volume of this scale. 

Although the format of this review does not permit a thorough treatment 
of the individual essays, the organizing scheme of the volume is note- 

worthy in its own right. The essays are divided into three subsections, 
each devoted to conceptualizing a distinct mode of cultural transmission 
and circulation. "Transcultural Translations" draws attention to the role 
of translation and intersectarian transmission in the essays of Monika 
Horstmann on a vernacular translation of al-Ghazäll's Kimiyä-yi Sa'ädat, 
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Heidi Pauwels on the intersection of Urdu Rekhtä idiom and Krsnaite 
bhakti poetry, Françoise Mallison on a mantric scripture of the Mahä- 

mârgî and Ismaili communities of Saurashtra, and Prem Pahlajrai on an 
influential DâdQpanthï work of vernacular Vedänta. "Pilgrimage and 
Procession" treats the spatial and phenomenological transmission of 
cultural experience through the act of pilgrimage, featuring the work of 
Hans Bakker on textual evidence for early Räma devotion in VäränasI, 
John S. Hawley on the temporal and sectarian origins of the Bhägavata- 
mâhâtmya, Vasudha Paramasivan on a commentary on Tulsidäs's 
Rämcaritmänas from the Rasika branch of the Rämänand! sampradäya, 
Vasudha Dalmia on treatments of pilgrimage in modern Hindi literature, 
and Véronique Bouillier on a Nâth Yogï pilgrimage associated with the 
Kadri monastery. The third section, "Patronage and Popularization," 
explores the institutionalization of religion through court sponsorship. 
Two essays, by Catherine Clémentin-Ojha and Sharad Chandra Ojha 
and by Anand Mishra, investigate the intersectarian rivalry and court 

patronage of Sai va and Vaisnava ascetic groups in Rajasthan; Purnima 
Dhavan writes on the literary chronicles of the Sikh state of Kapurthala; 
finally, Ulrike Stark explores the section's theme through the lens of the 

printing press as the agent of popularization. 
Given the selection of articles, this volume is most immediately relevant, 

and indeed an indispensable resource, for scholars of North Indian bhakti 
traditions or any early modern sectarian community, Hindu or otherwise. 
Those with a methodological interest in translation studies, inter-religious 
exchange, pilgrimage, or the development of sectarianism will find it rich 
in theoretical and empirical resources for dialogue and comparison. 
Nevertheless, this volume deserves a readership extending beyond these 

specialized niches due to its methodological rigor and its theoretical 

imperative. The rigorous text-critical scholarship exhibited here success- 

fully draws attention to the modes of circulation of ideas in South Asia 
and their social consequences, themes that have justly become a key 
subject of conversation across disciplinary boundaries. 

Elaine Fisher Columbia University, New York 

A. Whitney Sanford, Singing Krishna : Sound Becomes Sight in 
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